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THE PHILOSOPHY OF AMATEUR
JOURNALISM.

Having  fittedd  himself for  thor-
ongh work by two  or three dili-

vent vears with the stick and roller,
and a vear or more of practical exper-
the amateur

jence  as a publisher,

his hours,
the

articles for other journals:

writer  devotes spare
composition  of
if he

sue one himself he is generally con-

thereupon, o
or,

tent to have the printing done by a
second party. He begins to realize
the benefits which ““amatenrdom ™ has
already conferred upon him and gain-
ing more trust m his own abilities he
strives to improve his style and elah-
His

efforts are kindly eriticised by his con-

orite the character of hsarticles.

temporaries and, in turn, he begins to
notice faults committed Ly his brother
editors. This habitof criticism is one
of the great levers in the self-made
schoo! of vnprofessional journalism and
to its diseipline is due the steady im-
provement of our pens. Occasionally
Satire is substituted for Criticism ¢ the’
thiz is an innovation in the scheme. )
Lt it is a dangerouws weapon and calls
for the most delicate handling. When
properly displaved, its cutting words
can produce an elfect which mere erit-
ei=m Ix powerless to perfor.

The voung aspirant for fame some-
times =affers his faney to carry him 10
the hannts of the Muoses, and he in-
dulges in poetry. Weoe must say the
nugority of this is wretched, noserable

abounding in poor thought and

and worse meter. It oas seldom that
moch improvement 1= wade by him
whose st pocm was a peor one ;. for,
strive as he may, it the pec? o6 oweld in
Arm, he cannot do more than rhyme
wards. Locta pascitur, vou know.
Many amateur  poems are sweel how-
ever, pleasant in ripe thoughts, given
us in proper rhviae. The povins in the
old Noww awd Tz, by the myzterious
W, H. s will be remembered by many
as masterpicees.

His Coliscum™ in the Hovy’ Merald
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was a falr samyple. Many other pearls
have been dropped on the wayside by
vouths who have long sinee left that
Thev are then
We will

hear from them again — we are hegin-

play for hard work.
technically styled ¢ fossils.”

ning to hear from them now, already.
So there are these three,— Printer,
Publisher, Author,

and the greatest
of these is the Author.  And having
these three divisions plainiy marked,
we class them together in g body and
call 1t an Amateur Press Assoclation—
a term unintelligible to many persons.
H they Lie tnoa city, they form a city
association ©in a state. a club contain-
ing members from that state @ larger
sections comprise several states, as the
Fastern and Western : and finally the
grand body which calls to it brght
voung writers from all parts of the Re-
pulilic,— the enly ¢lub in the world
to which hovs come from such great
distances and so independently.

It is a novelty peculiar to peculiar
America, being a creation of vouthiul
ideas properly carried out, ina scheme
which assumes the dimensions and dig-
nity of a Congress Itz aim s to unite
the vouny editors of America ina gen-
eral purpese and defined action, and
by its union to yive strength to the
catse. Tt s held in deep regard by its
many members. its offices are sought
cagerly and when obtained are greatly
to be prized, for they are the rewards
of genius, evincing popularity obtain-
ed by meritorious labor.  The propo-
sition to layv more power in'the hands
of officers — such power, in fact, that
their proclamations would heconie the
=till

more increasing the value of these po-

law, — will have the effect of

sitions: while in a corresponding ratio
wreater care will be exercised by asso-
ciations in the selection of men to ruje
over them. The lately introduced sys-
tem of prize awards, by which the
champion amateur poets and  authors
are designated and receive titles for a
vear, will have the effect of elevating
the standard of all contributions.

In conclusion, let me beg that the
efforts of our writers be not despised,

Omn the contrary, think thuir worth
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cannot be overestimated.  Until with-
in a dozen years the only field open to
aspirants for literary fame was to he
tound in cheap magazines, which ef-
fectually smothered many a vouths'™s
hopes by rejecting his hard  worked
manuseript. Now there is open to the
beginner throughout all the land a frec
svstent of publteations controlled Dy
voung men like himsclt, hetween whom
We

have not seen the colminiion of our

exists a mutual bond of sympathy.

lahors vet. Matenrdon is hut a bud,
Tie Greelovs, the Diclens, the fner-
sonts @il Hee Lo felivics of fontorroie
are among s fo- fero—CoCLEN Clase,

o]

Astarkrr Lvries,
THIED searcity of prose
NAPA

ling and betravs cither a2

COMpPOsE-

tions tor the prizes is start-
lack  of
interest or a sad degencracy amony
Bt

maore:

our essavists  and historians,
that
than compensated  for by the exeel-
the

many pocms which are subnmitted for

lack, we  may  sav, 0%

lenee  and  marked  heauty of

the Laureateship,  Our hovs seem like
Silas Wegg of wooden-leg memory, to
have the habit of © dropping into po-
etry in a friendly wav.™ Althongh it
does not seem etiquette to anticipate
the decision by even g mild criticism
—- whether our words might bear in-
fluence with Judges or no,— we can-
not rexsist a few comparative quotations
from the many gems bhefore us. The
writers clearly shun historical and do-
mestic suddects, and have astrong pre-
deliction for the heauties of Nature.
We were abioot to remark that the lat-
ter were the more ditficult subject, and
vet,— unless the stvle is practiced —
amateurs are prone to jingle their words
in a narrative styleowhereas ino pastor-
als Thowe  Nature herself helps him
who would deseribe her. In the first
it is generatly rhyme without rhythm :
in the last rhvthm without rhyvime,—
which i preferable.

As =aid the most devont worshipper
Nature ever had, the glorious Milton,
who, though physically biind to her
changes, was mentally alive to her



Breantivs and painted her with a fervor
which none hata Thomson™s grandeur
ever excelled

< In comemplation of ereated things
By steps we may aseend to God.™

STtk rrue that all notiral objects
lave an echo inoman's heart. The
Lody thrills with Nature's selfl as it
conneeted to 1t by some unseen cord,
Tie whispering forest, the resistless o-
e, the everlasting stars maintain a
myslerions covsisleney and connection
with us. Inthe lichter Tmes of Moore:
~ Nothing is fost on him who sees
Witlean eve that genius gave
For liim there’s i story in every Lreeze
Aoud @ pictore e cr') wove,
Brtwe digress, The nirst production
we read i happily written in Labic
pentametre of fourteen linesin Lo /-
sor. It s addressed to The coming
storin’ and hos no fault save metre
the third tfrof the last, which would
Letter chord i written, ~Greet hoary
Triton rising from his hed ™

Another pocem with faulty metre is
seIn the Woods, ™ in the Hoedeome |-
f’/ﬂ"'.

ing the author not only as a mere wor-

Bt the sentiment is nehle stamp

shipper of the forest, but of the God

who paints its beauties,

< Andd every darksome dedl and stene

With mossv Hehens overgrown

Are cinanations of the Power

That enrbs the storm. or props the

Hower—

That formed the land and roles the sea:

The woods,oh God, are full of thee!™
e Nodes grants itk eolumns twice

for the publication of excellent poems,

In March we nd an ode on Music,

which = struck with fdl aned rounded

notes. We will not he wasting space

Iy a lengthy quotation

~“Throngh Art and Nature llows
melody

Of highest and divinest harmeny,

I il the world, inall the universe,

There swells and dies on modulated
chords

A music grandLconststentyvet diverse,

Amusie full efmeaning without words:

And to the soul attuned to hear the
worndrous sony

Tiese volees bring awinged, intense
desire

Tao put awav the world and drift 2long

The dreamy life the monotones
inspire,

Lnagine the whole beauty from this

Ves, And

mayv not the future pronounce on s,

climpse. Is this amateur?
as the present speaks of Thanatopsis?

Remember that Brymot was o

nmere |
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vouth, an anutenr, when he gove that,

perhaps his greatest pocni, o the
world,

Tn the Aprtl isstie woe find o sonwe-
what Dvlier pilece, entitled - Retro
spection.”” of whose Nve verses the Tast
suits our faney

S e —— when our own, we 0it
despise,

When gone, s loss deplore,
Nor il the Heeting moment tlhies
Do mormals Tern to worth its prize,
When it returns no more.
For this an ansious look we eust,
Retrospection on hours paessed.

In the Ohserier aw? Crdfes 15 some
thing of & different nature but the sul
jeet is trite, - The Lite Boat”" e

tetrancter i well handled and 1t ix

perfecthy written, We give the close
of this, alsoe
How ke the ocean s oor Tife—
Now [lled with peace, now rent with
strife
But though the storms be fierce and
long,
We're safe in Honor s Tife-hoat strong™
The poem Progress’ i the See/s-
crn Star, as the editor hints, strength-
ens in appreciation ona seeond readd
ing. Trs meaning i ddeep. ithe tone
philesophical, alimost propheueal. and
it is altogether thoughtflly conposed.
These four Thwes, for instanee, open a
view of thought:
“Who dreams of an era of preace ?
Who speaks the extinetion of war?
v, conthiet will T evetmore
Activity never will cease.™
The poct eries the aliost nselessness
of reform. and the folly ol the to day
which is sosoon the to-morrow, bhut
predicts nevertheless o progress as
Doundless as space aned long as eterni-
ty.
0, architects, ponder and plan
O, builders, rear tomples on gl
What ifin the toil vou should dic?
“Tis all for the glory of man'!
Then comes Spiaa's Spdres, vwhich
by the way abounds i good things.
Caro Mio.T O Muses

of fralian poetry and airs of Spain

aned gives us -

Trcathe on this voung Baron and in-
ApiTe more warming strains of ax love-
Ivoverse D Verily we hine a swin
burne, a Swinborne lacking the sensu-
alistn, though the poet’s Dively tmagi
nation does carry him over the hounds
of quratear compositiondn his Shakes
pearian allusion 1o Venus, yet which
is i keeping of the hot pulse that

moves the lnes.

Here™s for vour appetite:

© Puars, with the odor of o thousand
bives

[ hollow trees on Hvbila o with olives

scking of prizone] heat= o dusk
telats netted

With Lraided lines
Iretted

With a rough rind

cool juiey eitrons

Thix rerails 1o us Miton's warn
pretare of the east which Fve spread
tor the anged visitor. Aoain, the e

ple wine ghoost courses through onr

Dils s woe see

= Heaps of ripe grapes publed from
the heated
-

Crusheld by g

VITICY,

S Nileers Do biseions
Wi,

Thet Hawer on the padate.”

There are many other excelivnl com-
positions uilered, but we bave nol seen
them.  The =uperior tone ot all these
i= sormething Tor us to be proud oty and
wo fear the Judges will find 0 no casy
task 1o diseriminate 2imong =0 Ny

purrtect stz — e

-0
Niw

A CAREFULLY
scheme for the publication of Com-

(e Hisiomy,

worked Ot
plete and Faluustive Flistory of Non
Professional Journalizi' hronghout the
World is suggested by Mro Oldham in
the 277 Zrwmnp.
o enconrage My Oldhar and sy that

W do not hesitate

the necesary funeds will be radseld e

distinel Associations, provided cach

i< apportionud ity proper guota ;s and

ax the literars part is to be conbrib-

ntedd in the same nanner byoosome

twenty of o best writers, Lo h

giving o chapter on some particular
topic. 1 the project ot only seems pos-
action
It the

sible bt prohable. Definite

will he taken at Washington.
Aanateur Newspaper Divectory for "7y
psned about the

aned 8o could e

s time and hest nouniforne shape
and stvle as the Thstory, by the same
printer, the pair would make a vabuae
Of all

wembiers of the unous Crities” League

Ie and Interesting =ct, the

not ote has proposed an dea egual to

Oldham ™=,

o—
Frank M. Morris, sceond VL

dent, has asstmed the Presideney of

I'rest-

the Tditors” Dyveeum. and appointed
Charles L Yeoung as Viee Presidem
aml Will W

sueretary.

Winslow Treasurer and
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OFFICIAL ORGAN NO AL L AL
Ar the ennvention of tle- Natenal Amatenr
Press Associntion held at Chivage, Hhnois, the
1rth ef Julv, rard, it was resolved o pueblish an
Official Organ, the same to he isaned guurtert

aned o be nnder che entire coutrol ot the ap-
petribed endinor

This paper is printed guarterly awd sent froe
o all members of the CPCAL whn have paid
theit does. To others, 250 a0 vear, payable inoad-

NI

OFFICTERS of the ASSOCINTION,
PRESIDENT,

Willizn Tl sl Chiragoe. T
VICE l’Rl LplI)I \T"ﬁ'

At I llass Tithn, Ohio, Fred M. Cornell

ireoklvi, Frank M. Morris, Indianapolis, Ind

SECRETARIES.
Drielavin W Cleel Washinugtan,
J. Fred Elerle. P]\ﬂ: lelphia
TRE: FI'RI;[L

Recording,
Cotresponding |

Carhoedale. 111
) IJI'I(']\
Lincoln,

Willi= H. Allen.

OFIIC IXI

L Cloment Chase, Nob,

PAREWELL.

With wiliing handx

We've pushed the Faber o'r our vield-
ing shecet,

And so. perchance, have sorely troub-
led Huss,

Who,quarterly, our hicroglyphics deep

Translated for the printer, who then
spread

he handsome issue wide and spared
otrself

The clerkish duty of the office. That

saved stamps, forsooth, and twice re-
mailing, too

Our bow we nuke s and Tike the Car-

nal,

Bid long farewell to all our greatness.

We've much enjoyed the office, =0 we
hope

We've pleased vou as an officer.
What will he the nest  dodge

that the cver active brain of an

inventive amateur will bring forth?

The most  outrageous  wus when

Ficke offered his own name as g

sacrifice to be punned  on, and now

the *smart ones ™ the country over

are splitting  their jaws for his edi-

fickeation, and harassing  their sub-

seribers with vain attempts.
—Whar, No,
Ah, me, how

Winslow ? it can’t
Married 2

how

be possible !
No,

pose he will now work himselt into the

tunnv. solemu, We sup-

vood graces of that elderly female

namesake  of his. who dispensad the
quicting balm to millions of ns when
W were voung.

—\Wm.I.
Amateur Press Conventions which he

has attended in happy davs gone past,

Miller's deseriptions of
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arc rich in langhable events and pleas-

ant recolicetions, which show "Vention

fun and "Vention business in the past

to have been very much the same as

in the present, though we believe an

older class of gentlemen attended the

meetings in those davs. Mav we have

many more letters Uke those in the

Nevieddeern Nhr.

———Whale sitting in a newspaper

sancium in Omaha the other day we

were introduced to 2 good looking

vounyg fellow by the nmame of Canix

George F27we Iimmediately exelaim-

ed. None other,” was the reply: and

then followed o hearty, enthusiastic

chat over all the old brethren of the
press of 'so Ty, nearly all since tossil-
talks of like

Canis 1s still in Chnaha,

ized, H conventions

le
Miller.  ANr.

—0—

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.
GENTLEMEN of National
Amatenr Press Association ; —

the
Almost a vear has elapsed sinee

we assembled together in Chicago,

and now the thme has arrived tor me
to indite my last message 1o you, as
tender

the

vour Presilent. 1 wish to

vou all my heartfelt thanks for

strong aid and sapport [ have had
from every side and T shatl always re-
member my term of office with pride

Of

heen a few maleontents but their snap-

and pleasure. course there have
ping and snarling has resulted as such
howlings generally do— when a jack-
azs Kivks a stone wall he hurts his heel
and docsn™t injure the wall a particle.

I now wish to refer to o clause in
our Constitution which seems to be
troubling many : namely, that one re-
ferring to the - Election of Otficers.™
I understand it as follows :

There shall be a wecting of state as-
sociations in cach state werine the monds
of Wav.
ciation only
Mayv,  The ballot
in the form preseribed by the Consti-

Tt must meet as o state asso-
mtst e made ot

tution and be counted and reported on
as required to the proper authorities.
The only amateurs who may cast these
ballots are those who are hona fide
mebers of our assoctation at the time
of casting the ballots, and are at that
the N,

A majority of these legal

time on the manbership roll of
AL
votes shall constitute an election, and

tnless there s a majority the two can-

Cconditions set

and during the month of

didates having the largest nunber of
votes shall e nominecs and shall he
voted on Dy the members of the NAT
A in convention assembled, the nomi-
nee receiving the kirger number of
votes 1o be declared clected,

U nless all these conditions are com-
pliced with the votes shall be declared
Megal,

I have just been advised by oour
that the Post O

sicctmbed and

worthy editor Chase

fice department has
amatenr papers are to be aceepted at
poumyd rates. Thos another obstacle
hits been removed and T trust amateur-
dom will zoon resume its forner pros-
perous condition.

[ ame now prepared to reecive bids
for the printing of the Official Organ
during the coming vear, subject to the
forth in the Constitution.
Al bids will be closed on June 16th

I s not prepared to state at this
time whether | shall be able to attend
the convention, but | shall do my lLest
i

absent myselt T shatl

tor be present. am compelled to
teel sure that i

il the
office of presiding officer acceptably.

ther of the Viee Prestdents will

I shall prepare a final message to Le
prosented at the convention in which
[ shall endeavor to show the progress
made under ny administration,

Your Most QL' servant,
Prest NOAVPAL W W HALLL
-

—The Oticial Organs now pub-
lished by distinet associations are as
follows:

Newo Pugdan d Ainatenr ) NCRL
1. F.
AMetealt, editors:
otugh, N, H.

Flud Hlub AJCL

S, Bartlett, editor s monthiy . Boston.
Kecord, New York State AVPCALC

AL
| H. Burgess and Ralph
Marlbor-

Filden,
quarterly :

Auratenr, ,Stephen

1. Ficke. editor: hi-monthly 1 New
York.

Regdster, Metropolitan AL O, W,
F. Buckleyv,editor: monthiv: Brooklyn.
Near fersev Admatenr forrnal, NO[UA
PoAL, AL L Angleman, editor: month-
v Planiedd, N

Hlaickeve ddmatenr, lowa N0 CL

R. Van Vechten, editor @ quarteriy

Cedar Rapids, lowa.
Chas, (. Wilson has removed
to Chicago,
Sueeess oo you,

where he bhas o o case™

Charlic.



THE NEWS.

CONVENTHYNS.

The Missouri AP AL met at Sedalia
May 14, with four members of the N.
AP
President stood, Fynes 4, Huss 1.
The Washington APA have united

I'resident,

present.  The balloting for

on the following ticket:
Briges, Viee President, Harrison, Re-
uHamel.
A cam-

cording  Secrctary, I'his
allows the citv two offices.
paign commitive was appointed to en-
deavor to secure the election of the
foregoing candidates,
The Ohio AL LA
Mayv 3
t

President,

met at Fostora
CHL Kirshner was elected
Herbert Clarke Will
Carter Vice DPresidents, W. (0 Drown
amed A KL

Lalloting  for

ath.
and
Secretars Maruenthaler
T'reasurer. President
resitlted Hluss g.

The Masachusetts AL P
Park Hali,
elected WL Irye President, W, B
AL Nield
Sullivan

niet at
Bostonn,  May 3oth, and

Leathe Vice DPresident, F.
Secretarv-Treasurer,  E.o F.
Orttcial Fditor.
dent resulted, Fynes 10, Huss 7.

The Virginia A, P.AL metat Norfolk
May 26th and elected R.IX Guy as
President, AL B Perry, W .U, O Rouke
and S50 Stevens Viee Presidents, W

Wlloting for Presi-

(1. Brooks Recording Seeretary, T |
Hope Corresponding Secretary, WoRL
Dyashiell “Treasurer, (. R, Cake Ser-
geant-at-Arins, [0 Fo Overton Ofticial
Iiditor. Balloting tor President

sulted, Brigis 10, Huss 2.

re-

The followingstates held conventions
during Mav and balloted for president

with the results given: Florida, Briggs

30 Indiana, Huss 2, Briges 20 New
Hamypshire, Fynes g, Briges 2. New

Jersev Fynes g, Brigus 1er New York,
Briges 7,

Huss 3, Brigus 1o Pennsylvania, Huss
Washington,

Hus= 3. Fynes 12 Wisconsin,
1, Fynes 2, Briggs 11
We hive been unable to
Ih-

noix and Nebraska, but all these give

Brives 16,

securte exact reports trom lowa,

Huss & majority.

PAPERS.

New Papers:— Catchall, Lebanon,
N Ho Campaigner, Cambridgeport.
Mass.  Register, Drooklyn. Amateur

[yal, Richmond, Va.
Marlborough, N. H.
Waterloo, lowa.

Youny Bagle,
National CGem.

Youth's Repository,
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Carson City, Nev. Palladium,  Car-
thage, N. Y.

Notable Suspensions : — Enterprize,
Portfolic, Ouwr Own Journal.

PERSONALL

.. Gronauer, former publisher of

the Quill, Memphis, s now employed
upon a daily paper in that city,

We are sorry 1o notice  the retire-
ment from the ranks of Charlie Young.,
the genial editor of Our Own Journal
and one of the drafters of the Nation-
al's Constitution,

Nathan Cole jr.’s tather s in Con-
g]'\'.":‘i.

1. Randdolph Tucker jr., Secrctary
at the desk of the speaker of the
House of Representatives, is no o rela-
tion to J. Randolph Tucker jr.. editor
The latter s a

of the Dohemian.

“drmmmer’ for Baltimore and Wash-
ington hotels,

Will 1., Wright keeps books for a
commission house: Frank Misner is
in the Burlington & Quiney R R. of
fice at Cedar Rapids @ Delavan Gee s
a printer ; Winslow Soyder a lawyer,
and C. k.

lamber.

and  sells

stone  huys

Wilbur €. Bing, a very proninent
amateur in times gone by,dicd of con-
sumption at his home in Portsmouth,
Ohio, March

23 vears,

[
Two Cexts s Porsn.,
W HAVE the great  pleasure

of announcing to the fraternitv at
large that the troublesome uestion
of postage on amateur publications
last
We have

vear for this end, interviewing and

15 at decided, and  favorably

1o us. worked  nearly a
corresponding, and finally we  receiv-
ed the order published below, which
will compel unobliging post-masters 10
forward all amateur papers which com-
ply with the law. T any post-masters
still are obstinate, we hope  their ad-
dress may be forwarded to us, and we
will arrange the trouble at Washing-
ton.

In the first place, the  tollowing
shows the Post-master General™s posi-
Hon : December 19, 1878,

Diear Sir; — Congress has hefore it,
with a fair prospect of suceess, 4 meas-

ure which, it passed, will obviate the

difhculty mentioned in vour letter to

10, 18709, at the age of

me in regard to the right of amateur
newspapers to pass through the mails
on the same terms as regalar journals.,
[ have not, in consequence, consider-
erl the question submitted to me by
vourself at the time T had the pleasure
of mecting vou some months ago. I
the measure fails, | shall ry to exam-
ine and determine the case vou then
presented. [ have thought it due vou
to give this explanation of my delay.
Viery Traly, DML Key
The case referred to was that of the
Ky

promise, Mr. Koy referred the matter

vptian Swar, Cairo, HL 'T'roe to his
to the department in charge of postal
laws, and we now hold the ollowing,
pre Pone pabiice.
Sir: - May 1o, 1879,
In reply o vour letter of the 7th
inat., T wonld sav that the rules which
covern the wdmission of  professional
publications to the bhenelit of  pound
rates. will abso be applied to amateur
publications. The conditions to be
met in vither case are expressed in
Section 1. Act of March grd, 1879,
which mav he seen at the lLincoln
post office. Very Respectfully,
Tavies He Marie,

[snt that pdain enough ? what more

conlel we ask 2 "The law referred 1oy,
ACt oraraecH rd, 1879,

Section 13— That the conditions ujw-
on which a publication shall be ad-
mitted to the sccond class are as fol-
fows:

First. It must regulariy be issued
at stated intervals. as frequently as
four times a vear, and bear a date of
isstte, and he nimbered conzecutively,

seeond. Tumust be dssued from w
known office of publication.

Thind, 1t must be formed of print-
el puper sheets. withont cloth, board,
leather or other substantial binding
such as distinguishes printed books for
preservation, from periodical pubhica-
tons.

Fourth. [t must he originated and
published for the dissemination of in-
formation of a public character or de-
voted to literature, the sciences, arts,
or same special industry, and having
a legitimate st of subscribers, prordd-
el hezoerer, that nothing herein con-
tained shall De so construed as to ad-
mit to the sccond class rate regular
publications designed primarily forad-
vertising purposes or for free circula-
tion or for circulation at nominal rates,

TReprint, by WL Beadie, 3 Oive st Cleveland, G,



