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Through the kindness of Delavan
W. Gee in furnishing manuseripts, we
are enabled to present to the readers
of the NATIONAT. AMATEUR the speech
delivered by Mr. J. Wmslow Snyder
at the last convention of the association,

MR. SNYDER'S ADDRESS.
ENTLEMEN of the National Ama-

AEXE teur Press Association : You are

el

)

all acquainted with the circumstances:

which have prevented our President
from presiding over the deliberations
of this convention, and which have
suddenly devolved that duty upon me.
1 might censider it a special and pecul-
iar honor that has fated me to preside
at the first three conventions of the N.
AP AL, if notfor the thought that grim
Fate sends responsibilities rather than
honors — and this a responsibility that
may only be borne by me when sup-
ported by the aid and sympathy of ev-
ery gentleman present.

There is no subject more pertinent
o the occasion, and no inquiry more
opportune than the question,— WILL
AMATEUR JoURNaLIsM Live?

We were asking this two years ago
when the cry was abroad through the
land that Amateur Journalism was de-

generating ; we were asking it two
months ago when a threatened rupture
between Eastern and Western amateurs
imperilled the life of the National Am-
ateur Press Association; we are asking
it to-day, when a more stringent en-
forcement of the postal law has driven
certain journals into the dominion of
outer darkness.

The history and nature of our insti-
tution answer, in my judgment, this
question affirmatively.  Ten vears ago
Amateur Journalism came into being,
and surely every cause that produced
and has thus far sustained it, stili lives.
Then boys’ presses suddenly became
cheap, hut to-day they are cheaper;
then the enterprise and enthusiasm of
the American boy discovered itself in
a marvelous way, but of a truth the
American boy can never want enter-
prise or enthusiasm ; then certain youths
became possessed of a moderate jour-
nalistic experience, but to-day we have
the experience of a ten years’ history

“an institution by a personal experience.

‘the ardor of your first love, he must
share,

made accessible to the new recruits
through exchanges and conventions. |
What then is the logical conclusion to
which w are driven? Like causes
produce like effects. those causes must
live, and the thought bursts upon us,
that those motive powers which brought
Amateur Journalism into being, and
which through ten years have main-
tained its life, give sure prophecy and
promise that our institution will continue
to exist, through ten more years, thro’
a hundred — aye! as far as [ can rea-
son — ferever.

“But no,” one says, “‘thisis merely
the sensation of the hour, the excite-
ment will shortly end.” Be not deceiv-
ed, through judging the experience of

You have been an amateur through four
or six years, and perhaps you realize
that the force of the old love has spent
itsetf. **But put yourself in his place.”
In vonder town an enterprising youth
is just entering the ranks, and does hc
not enter under all those circumstances
which made your dedzt a memorable
event in life 7 When first he beholds
an amateur papet, think you not that
he fecls his velns to tingle with all the
enthusiasm which ever moved yours ?
When first his eve beholds the fount of
new, bright type, must not the same
joy mantle his cheek that once flushed
yours ? and when for the first time he
finds an article of his in print how can
it be otherwise than that pride and hap-
piness shall drive the blood in mad
pulsations as yours was once moved ?
If he be ajyouth 2@l your tastes and
hopes, of your erf g astic temperment
and surrounded by the very circum-
stances that surrounded you, it follows
as the day the night that all your en-
thusiasm and all your devotion and all

No, my friend, Amateur Jour-
nalism is not the sensation of an hour,
Your interest must, of course, in due
season find another center, but as one
worshiper leaves the altar another ap-
proaches : the flame that perpetually
renews itself can never die out.
“‘But,” answers another, ‘“‘Amateur
Journalism at best is merely child’s
play.” 1 deny it, but if it were, that

1s no proof that our institution is short
lived. Do children’s plays exist only
a season ?  Will the game of tag ever
die out ? No one has any right to sup-
pgse so.  Indeed, Sir Willlam Black-
has not found it below the dignity of
his great work upon Britain’s laws to
note that nowhere are the customs ofa
people more accurately or longer pre-
served than in the plays.of children,
where frequently dialogues in such play
have not been altered in a2 word  thro
hundreds of years of continual use.
Suppose Amateur Journalism is a play,
will it ever #erefore “play out’’?

But it i1s much more than a play, it
is an institution and serves to develope
and educate us.  We enter it with “all
the ardor with which we engage in a
diversion, yet withmuch ofthe earnest-
ness that we follow a profession. And
it s well that Amateur Journalism
should be viewed in the future not so
much as a *just-for-the-fun” pursuit but
as a4 practical school to professional
journalism. The minister, the lawyer,
the physician, has his special institution
of training, where a technical culture
is given him, and why wonder if the
enterprising youth who proposes to
make journalism his prefession should
begin to view amateurdom as the little
kingdom at the entrance of the great-
er.  let me prophecy that in the fu-
ture Amateur Journalism will be much
more generally considered as the best
passible training school for the profes-
sional journalist. Tearning him noth-
ing theoretically, and not merely one
part of the profession to the exclusion
of the other branches, but teaching at
the same time and in most practical
lessons, a youth to be the printer, the
author, the editor, the pressman and
the publisher. As Amateur fournalism
is thus viewed in 1ts proper light and
full usefulness, another surety is given
that it must live.

In my remarks T have aimed to be
led by logic to my conclusion, and not
driven to it by the enthusiasm of the
moment. I acknowledge that the cau-
tious mind has reason to hesitate in fol-
lowing these steps, and to accept other
conclusions 1f the history and nature of
Our Institution furnish them. For the
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thought is sfarfhing, as we pause to
grasp it in its full meaning
Journalism Ts Tmmortal.

Amateur

Bat with the thought comes the con-
viction that such a fact must mean
much for us.  Are we then the found-
ers of an Institution that shall live in
its influences forever? If so, who shall
overestimate the responsibility thrown
upon us?  What does 1t signify to you
and to me? That though the hopor
be great, the duty is greater, that the
future has a lean upon the present, that
if the branches or this tree are to grow
and spread in uscfuiness and beauty,
it is our part to see to the vigor of the
trunk, and it devolves upon ws to
mould its tendencies through all the
future.

But our time is precious, and 1 has-
ten my conclusion.  Let us remember
our duty, and heed not the cynic or
doubter. If I may presume to parody
the grandly heroic words of Webster,
let me express the hope that when we,
the founders and carly defenders of
Amateur Journalism, retire from the
field, and hand to our followers the
standard, there be tound inscribed up-
on it no such despairing wail as ““Anm-
ateur Journalism is degenerating ;” or
no old fogy's ery that *““\Amateurdom
is not what it used to be,” but let there
glow forth the better, braver words,
dear to the hearts of all of us, “Ama-
teur Journalism, upward and onward,
now and foreper!”

-
President’'s Message.
Gentlemen of the National Awateur
Lress Assocration
During the three months which
have intervened between the publica-
tion of this and the first number of the
NaroNan AMATEUR, considerable has
been done by the officers of the asso-
ciation. The most important of these
works has Leen the publication 1n neat
pamphlet form of our Constitution and
By-Laws, and perhaps a brief review
of the requirements of the document
will not be out of place here.

In the first place it allows a right of
universal franchise by which every am-
ateur residing in a state having an as-
sociation and 1s a member of ‘that as-
sociation, can become a member of the
N.A.P. A and vote whether present at
or absent from its conventions, thus
giving all a voice in its affairs.

Another good pointis its repudiation

of all persons in any way connected
with the disreputable boys weeklies.

Its alternation in the seat of conven-
tion will serve to do away with a great
deal of the sectional feeling heretofore
so prevalent among us.

The conferring oftitles, medals, etc.,
for the most excellent producttons from
amateur pens will serve tospur our au-
thors and poets on to greater efforts,
and the literary exercises provided for
the conventions will enhance the inter-
est and call forth a larger attendance.

Altogether the Censtitution is amas-
terly production, and our association
can never be too profuse in its thanks
to the originators.

I am pleased o observe that the as-
sociations of New fersey, the South
Fastern States, and Boston are publish-
ing official organs, and that the Iowa
and Eastern A.P.Ashave taken steps
in the same direction. 1 cannot fail
to see the Dbenelit denived from  this
course, and earnestly urge all local as-
sociations to publish official papers.

With regret I notice that several pa-
pers are nominating officers for the N.
A P A and that suppositions and ru-
mors  concerning prospective candi-
daies for different offices arc already
indulged in.  This spirit of early cam-
paigning 1 regard as very disrespectful
to my Drethern in office and mysclf.
We are surely deing all in cur power
to advance the association and ama-
teur journalism, and T cannot conceive
why our successors should already be
talked of and picked out. It would
be better were these papers to aid us
with their advice, instead of thinking
only of the next election. A campaign
15 of course inevitable, and far he it
from my intentionsy or even desires to
endeavor to suppré&$it, Bur a cam-
paign of vight months will only injure
us, as many sensible amateurs will tes-
tify.  Therefore, looking only o the
good of the cavse, 1 particularly re-
quest those who have political aspira-
tions to refrain from stating the fact
until next March, at least, and I am
confident that such a course will res
dound to their own as well asto the in-
terests of amateur journalism.

Amateurdom’s Ot Servant,
Pres.N.APUAL Wm. T. HALL.

— o
Membership.

Persons desirous of joining the Na-

tional Amateur Press Association sho'd

send their names to the First Vice Pres-
ident, who is chairman of the Commit-
tee on Credentials.  If this committee
decides favorably upon a name, it is
placed before the association for con-
sideration atits next annual convention.
10 black balls will reject an applicant.
The requisites to membership are good
character and 2 connection with ama-
teur journalism. Persons who are pue-
zlers omdy or who are identified with
the New York “‘Boys” Weceklies” are
ineligible. An initiation fee of $1.00
and annual dues of $5.00 must be paid
upon admittance.

o
Committees,

On account of the haste with which
the contents of number 1 were written
the names of the various committees
and judgesappointed by Prestdent Hall
were omitted.  They are as follows:

Reception Committee : Delavan W.
Ciee, J. Douglas Lee, Robert L. Se-
bastian, John Edson Briggs and James
. DuHamet,

Examining Committee : Delavan W,
Gee, (Chairman) Chas. C. Heuman,
Warren Moore, H. 8. Livingston and
Willis H. Allen,

Executive Committee : Charles H.
Young, (Chairman) George Hancock,
and Arthur J. Huss.

Judges of Awards: Class A, Correl
Kendall and J. A, Fynes, Jr. Class B,
Sam Clover and Donald McKenzie.
The First Vice President appoints Geo.
H. Fernald as the third member in A,
and George W. Hancock in B.

The Committees will find their du-
ties laid down in art. xxii of the Cons-
titution.

- 5 —

Owing to the refusal of Mr. Fynes
to forward the association documents
in his possession, the present Treasur-
er is unable to notify persons who join-
ed last year at Long Branch of their
indebtedness. Such persons, however,
by sending one dollar dues to Treas,
Allen and stating that they were among
those admitted, will have their names
replaced on the membership lists and
will be entitled to aregular copy of the
official organ and a copy of the Cons-
titution.

Seventy-six persons were present at
the Chicago convention and each one
paid Treasurer Allen a dollar. $65 was
expended for the banquet.
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OFFiCIAL ORGAN N, AP AL

Atthe convention of the National Amatenr
Associution held at Chicago, [lineis, the
ITth of July, 1873, it wus resolvad to publisiran
Official Ort'am The sane o he ivsaed quarterly
and to Le under the euiive control of the ap-
puinted editor.

This paper is printed guaeterly,and send free
to adl members ot the N AL PooAL who Lave

maid their dues. Ty others, 156 4 yedr, Hya-
ble in wdvauce.
OFFICERS of the ASSOCIATION.

TRESIDENT,
William 1. Hull, : : :
VICE PRESTDED ,
Arvthar J. Huss, Tidin, Oliio, M. Cornelll
Brooklyn, Frank M, Morris, Dodian polis, Dol
SECRETARIES,
Dretavan W Gee, Washington, (Recording, J.
Fre:d Eberle, Philadelphin, SCorrespon lingh
TRE. \n'l'l’ ER,

Chicago, 11,

willis H. Allen, Carbowdale, 131
OFFICT &L hl)l oMz,
. Clement Chase, + Lincoln, Neb.

OUR BROTHERHOOD

THF sEavTy of friendship and its
stren“th 15 nowhere more st TONY-
ly marked than n our
amateur brotherhood, from which has

dear, beloved

heen noiselessly and naturally evolved
life,

Better

<that sweetener of —_ 11]}'St(31'i()'|.15

cement of th® soul.” than  se-
cret sacleties, where oaths are hinding
where

in peace better than war, men

become attached i camp-life or the
march; superior to citizens' leagues:
outranking ¢ollege Cur
Seciety is formed wherein youth's bright

dreams we meet to plan ambitiously

associations

tional medium in the land — the ama-
teur press -— hear the names of those,
the hands of whom we grasp on mect-
ing with the familiarity of old acquain-
ance.

“Gay hope is ours, by fancy fed,

Wild wit, Invention ¢ver new,

And lively cheer of vigour born.”
bovhood,
in youth and cherished manhood,
our little journals will prove our pass-

Flourished in nourished

n

ports to many a happy hour with con-
genial companions, when in strange
we find
oursclves unknown save in this frater-
nal bond.  Doors are always open to

a visiting brother, his company is al-

etties of this monster nation

wavs agreeable, for his conversation is
of kindred thought; and delightful the
moments when now we discuss the la-
test plans or brightest productions of
our little world. Or afterward, as men,
look back upon the haleyon days when,
in learning a trade, (since, perhaps, of
practical value) we clasped the links of

the future, and through the hest educa- letter, more as a memoranda for

a nove! brotherhood, never to be bro-
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ken. And the memory
companions in the cause, who sink in-
to the arms of death ere chilled by the
is reverenced

of honored

winter wind of sorrow,
with obituary and eulogy from sad pens,
which make proud the hearts of mourn-
ing relatives.  Foster this gifi ! Hle-
vate its literature and ook upon it as
a godsend, '

—0

The Postage Trouble.
Editor h

! I ‘ur Orricial k
mterview with Post-Master

General under the most favorable cir-

as had an

the

cumstanees, and which proved refresh-
ingly satisfactory.  We were introduc-
this

Southern gentleman at @ reception in

ed to chivalric specimen of a

Omaha, and recelved an invitation 1o
go West with his party.  Lucky siars!
We were at the Union Pacific train on
time with note book, cards and a con-
cise petition relating o amateurdom’s
grievances, and started out in the ele-
santly furnished Directors” car of the
road.  When wetl on our way, we sat
down with Mr. Key, Senator Saunders
of Nebraska and Chief Mail Clerk Van-
dervoort, and discussed thoroughty the
points in regard w0 the postal tegula-
affecting
explaining {as did President Hall at

tions amatelur newspapers,
Chicago) the uses and intentions of the
‘dom, and then offered this subjoined
Mr.
than otherwise:
David M. Key, |
Post-Aaster Cen'l. §
A new regutation of the Post Office

ILey,

Heon.
SR :

Iepartment compelling a certain ciass
of publications that had hitherto takend
advantage of the three-centsa-pound
rate, to be prepaid at the rate ofa cent
for every two ounces or part thereof—
has been understood by certain post-
masters to inclade the class known as
amateur newspapers, published by boys
1 would
[1-
and the young

for amusement or instruction,
state that the postmaster of Cairo,
linois, is an example
men who publish papers there are ser-
icusly inconvenienced by his interpre-
of the law,

1 would ask, in behalf of the Ama-
teur Fraternity of the United Srates,
that a regulation clearly establishing
the right of amateur newspapers to the
same rights and  privileges as profes-
sional journals, be issucd to post-mas-
ters, or some similar action be takenin
the matter. Amateur Journalism, which

is doing so much for lhp education of

American Youth, we think should be
encouraged in every wav.
Your humble serv’t and petitioner,
. Coes Crise,
Official Editor \Kmmml and
Western A, PooAVs
Mr. Kev read this attentively, s

“short and to the poimt,” and promis
ed an offferal answer upoi his return o
Washington. Lt witl probably be in
the shape of an order to post-masters,
Mr,

Tennesse

Thornburgh, Congressman from

e, a-sured us that he weuld

see the matier through. 5o we have
strong friends to aid us, brother
And What Post-

Master (reneral could resist the ladies

ama-
teurs, the ladies, oo
of the party whom we aficrwards met,
and who promised to aid ns with their
pravers > Ah, it was delightful. Watch
and wait.

Q

A New Exodus.
noble

roMPT to the instines of 2 no
P amateur, Mr. Will L. Wright of
Cairo, 111, started a few months ago
an “‘Amateur Journalists'Contribution™
to the sufferers from the yellow
scourge in the Soath, and solicited from
the young printers and editors of the

Unitedd States a sam to send there

fever

swe
are sorry to state that the call was not
responded to as it should have
W, received
he forwarded in the general relief fund
the U, 8. So charitable
should not have failed.

Mr, Wright 1s himself laboring under
difficulties.  He
his ity once 1o escape the plague, and
it will be remembered that he 1s the

been,
and so what money Mr.

of a scheme

was obliged to leave

determined editor who publishes the
fopptiaen Siar, paying a cent apiece on
every number mailed through the Cai-
ro office, and feo conds on coery wnstanp-
ed cxchange he recefpes, and that, too, af-
ter the postage has been prepaid at
some other office ! ‘Thatscuth-western
part of linois is rightly named Egypt,

and may that Post-master Pharaoh he

plagued, unnt a new Moses leads our
suffering {riend (w)right out of the

house of bondage.
o —
Fificen cents, a shilling and three

or five

pence, a dime and a nickle,
three cent stamps sent to Treasurer W.
H. Allen, Carbondale, 11, will secure
this journa! for a year. Everybody
should subscribe.
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PRESS CONVENTIONS,

The Missouri A.P.A. held its organ-
izing convention at St. Louis Oct. 12,
and elected the following officers : Pres-
ident, Lewis W Beaubien, Vice, C.'I.
Rogers, Secretary, ].L.Watson, Treas-
urer, W, Koch, Official Organ, Wes#
ern Boys, Official Editor, A. H. Bohn.
Hannibal was appointed for the next
meeting place.

The St. Louis Amatceur Editors and
Authors Union was organized Sept.13,
J. L. Wataon being elected President,
W. Koch Secretary and Sam  Meyer-
son Official Editor.

The Ohio A.P.A. held its fifth regu-
lar convention at Hamilton, Aug. z1.
Will M. Carter was elected Vice Pres-
ident, John M., Kramer Second Vice,
8. R. Lelter Secretary, J. M. Finch
Treasurer, Elwood Stewart Official Ed-
itor, Composing Stick Official Organ.
Dayton was chosen as the next meet-
ing place.

The Indiana A.P.A. meets Thanks-
giving day, as does the New Jersey.
‘The South Eastern convenes at Wash-
ington Dec. 27, the New lingland at
Lowell Jan, 1st, the Connecticut at
Hartford Dec. 31st, and the Granite
State at Concord on the same day.

The Fastern association held a re-or-
ganizing convention at New York Nov.
sth.  All the old officers were re-elect-
ed with the exception ofthe Vice Pres-
ident, J. C. Worthington, resigned. E.
W. Frye was chosen. Washington was
appointed as the next meeting place.

PAPERS.

Suspensions : Amateur Towan, East-
ern Star, Crisis, Little Critic, Our Boys
and Girls, Bay State Enterprise, Plan-
et, Thunderbolt, Southern Star, Bud-
get, Ohlo Spy, OQur Western Youth,
Sun, Crescent, Quaker City Gem.

New Papers: Boy of To-day, Met-
ropolitan, Argosy, Hub Amateur, Ed-
itors Eye, Hartford Era, Portfolio,
Specrator, Porcupine, Brilliant, His-
torian, Amateur Intimidator, Bohem-
ian, Youths Baanner, Palladium, Ama-
teur Herald,

Changes : The Beacon has enlarged
to eight pages, and the Amateur Blade
has altered its name te Our Blade and
enlarged to 2 sixteen page magazine.
The Western Star has removed to Wat-
erloo, fowa, and L.eBijou to Rodney,

Miss. Miss Delle E. Knapp has pur-
chased the Fireside Gem from Shelp
Bros.

The Imp, Amateur, Welcome Visi-
tor and Aldine have re-appeared and
Our Free Lance is promised after the
first of January.

PERSONAL ITEMS.

Will K, Graff, formerly of Brooklyn
has removed to Indianapolis, Ind.

Joseph P. Clossey recently so se-
verely injured his right hand as to pro-
hibit him from writing, and conse-
quently, from issuing Our I'ree Lance.

Clarence G. Allen of Crucible fame,
is employed on one of Washington’s
professional newspapers.

Samuel W. Lawrence, President of
the New England A J A, is a typo in
the large establishment of Rand, Av-
ery & Co, Boston.

Geo. H. Wheeler, an amateur puz-
zler who was famous in 73-4-5 as ““Ital-
ian Boy, recently died at his home in
Findlay, O.

St. George Rathborne, betterknewn
as Harry 8t. Clair, has adopted writing
as a profession, and grninds out Indian
stories at an astonishing rate.  While
we must condemm the class of litera-
ture he produces, we congratulate him
upon the success he has achieved fi-

‘nancially.

MISCELLANEOUS,

Mr. Ernest A. Stowe is writing a bi-
ography of the late Will A. Fiske. —
The Towa Boys are to have an associa-
tion of their own, to be formed at Ce-
dar Rapids Dec.27.  Misner, Jenkins
and VanVechten are drafting a consti-
tution which will be a wonder in its
May they have a good attend-
ance. — The much esteemed  official
organ of the Western Association, the
Amateur lowan, has, with the pert-
nacity characteristic to

way.

unfortunate
journals which receive that hener, con-
cluded to cease publication. — T/
some of our journals ease up on that
everlasting, monotenous cry of Fraud
in regard to the Chicago conventions ?
As one of the committee which count-
ed each vote, we assert now, oace for
all, there could not have beenand was
not the slightest irregularity, as the 3
committee-men were each of a differ-
ent political faction, and every ballot
was read by each separately and after-
wards compared.  There now! let

this end the matter.

DIED : At his home in Greensburgh,
Pa., on the 7th of September, 1878,
of Consumption, Samuel L. C. Mor-
ris, aged 17 years.

DIED: At his home in Memphis, on
the 2sth of August, 1878, of Yellow:
Fever, Walter D. Oakley, aged zz
years.

DIED : At his home in Memphis, on
the 13th of September, 18738, of Yel-
low Fever, W. H. Russell, aged 1¢
years.

Tiead — how sad the thought. Call-
ed away at the very beginning ot their
lives — when their usefulness and en-
joyment in this world was but begun.

o
A Letter from Horatio Aiger.

The First Vice President takes pleas-
ure in presenting the following to  the

notice of the fraternity :
New York, Nov. 5, 1878,
My dear Arthur:

1 am glad to hear from you again,
and to congratulate you on your elect-
ion to the office of 1st Vice Pres. of
association of Amateur Journalists.
Your suggestion seems to bea good one
Many of our eminent writers have had
their early ambitions tindled by liter
ary prizes, and even the unsuccessful
have been improved by competition.
1 shall be very happy to co operate with
you in carrving out your idea. I au-
thorize you to offer in my name a copy
of Taine’s ““History of English Litera-
ture” for the best essay not to exceed
in length three pages of the Atlantic
Monthly, upon either of the following
subjects—

The Orator and the Journalist. Their
influence iliustrated and compared.

The value of great men as examples.

For the second best essay on either
of these subjects I offer Prof Mathew’s
book, ‘‘Getting on in the Forld.”

I feel a very warm and earnest in-
terest in boys and young men, and if
by any word or aid of mine 1 may be
able to encourage them to win honors
in any field of effort, it will be very
gratifying to me.

Your sincere friend,
Horatio Alger, Jr.

In addition to the above, the First
Vice President will give a “‘Bartlett’s
Dictionary of Familiar Quotations” for
the best Essay upon ‘‘Amateurj Poets
and Poctry.” The rules governing the
awarding of these prizes will be found
in arts. xxiit and xxiv of the Constitu-
tion.

o
Printed for the N. A. P. A. by Arthur
J. Huss, Amateur Newspaper
Printer, Tiffin, O,




