refilling so often, and when they get low
on ink thedensity of the ink coveragecan
fade, made even more obvious when followed
b%l a freshly filled nib, yielding a very dense
flow.

Pencils are best avoided entirely, in
my opinion, except for special effects. The
line quality is so yariable, and, like bail
point pens, tﬁ;y Yequire wore finger
pres sure, ledding to writing fatigue.

THE CHARM OF A HANDWRITTEN
JOURNAL
I started doinéf calli éfra,phy,whcn I
was in high school. Its irvegularities
honed myy interest in typography, which
was so Peautifully uniform; mechanical.
Nowadays, how often does one get
anything handwyitten? How often
see business envelopes (Solicitations, usu-
ally) using digital imitations of hand-
wviting. Uniform sti]l; mechanical still.
Real handwriting whispevs, “This was
written by a hwman, not a machine.”
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he first edition of this journal was
intended for the Novemiber bundle
but I erred in shipping it in the same
packagwith asimilar journal, but with-
out internally wrapping themin separate
packages. They ended upin a single stack
as the’ bundles were stuffed and sealed,
and partway throu gh that, the €rror was
discovered. So bothy editions will be in
this bundle.
This may be a benefit: you can compare
them side by side.
Immaking adjustments to the flag
ﬁilso known as masthead)enlarging the x-
eight of the lettering a bit, leaving the line
Spacing the same Y4-inch apart. Im usin
adifferént pén, a Parker 21, but I modified
the nib years ago by carefully grinding it
to produce an italic, or stub, nib, whichdoes
nice thick and thin stroliis. Ive switched
to 24-pound paper e original because
the inkf;eatheg andﬁ?;m Logether on the
20-pound 1 started with. The copies, like-
wise are on 24-pound. Hopefully that
will eliminate or reduce show-through.



1 am also taking a bit mMore care in
forr,‘ning the letters, drawing more care-
fully on my calligraphy backgeround, byt
Edig;on No.)/i is 5§i’ﬂ .«f%adab!éjob. T)he
On?/ requirement for a handwritten jour-
nal, after all, is readability; nothing fan-
Cieris a necessity.

HOW MANY WORDS IN A JOURNAL
WITH THIS ENLARGED LETTERING?

Instead of 80ord words in a line,
this slightly larger x-heidht also has
the effect df broadening the letters a
bit, too. Iget about an average of 7
words per |ine, yielding about 700
words for this journal. Excludingart
work, lines with large indentations
such as poetry, and the like, of course.

One can, of course, vafz le I:te,riné: size at will,as
well as line height. Switching ih these fefw lines toa line-
Spaci ng of just /g -inch condenses the text Jramatically.
Toos misch So for lin€s this wide, if one goes by the ruleof |
thumb that lines of type should be not much longder than twice
the lengeh of a lswer>case alphabet. These First¥isix lines
z‘iﬂd a character count of 57 characters per )ine. Coynts this
igh makeit easy for the eye to skipor repeat 2 line when reading.
1 myself prefer line lengths of about 39, an alphabet and 2 half.
If Twere te attempt a jenrnal of this sizé with Jetters+his
small, I would put two columns op each page, not just one.

SOME OTHER WRITING TOOLS

1 like fountain pens for the easy
flow of a good InK, whether straight nibbed,
flexnibbéd, or italic pibbed; and for the
fact they draw their lines without tirm
hand pressure. A good, clean pen witha
good -flowing ink will write a line withno-

hwore anits own weight. Example:

This one,as you see, re?ui_red two extra
little pushes, but it is still a pleasure to
write with.

An ordinary ball point pen regpires
Move pressure, and cheaper ones don't
deliver auniform stroke. A del ball point
is 2 Much better tool.

Markers Can work as long as their
ink doesnt feather away into the fibers
of the paper, and they are finer-pointed
rather than thick-pointed. I even took
a sharp knife to the standard round nib
of a narrow marker (0.3 mm) once and cut
tkinto anitalic, or stub nib. The results
were not perfect, but satisfactory.

Dip pens, such as Speedball, for ex-
ample offer wide nib choices, but they need

.3.



